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An Oid Friend from the Future/Formel Exercise

Twe large Grecian umns supported by pedesials {one a
fake rock wih a perched pear) anchored the show and
agseried an arl-fesiony lesson. Ruby Sky Stilec's ums ane
besed on clzssical designa, an amphors used for wine
and a belkrater perhaps for ofives. Stiler construcisd
mosaics oul of meticulously fragmented and hot-glued
foamcore parts mounted with book ilusirations of Greckan
ceramec painting, The mages are beautifully callsgraphic,
not ouile the handieork of Gresks and Romans bul
pernaps that of a classically trained Bustrator from the
18505, Stiler culs through the mages, shcing and
triamgulating inhe foam core compeising her ums, The
cobaen of hot giue string hangs ke combed thinning hair,
revealimy ihe trckiness of a style. Sliler's uns are
impressive in scale and crafi, symmetry, harmony, a
mathematical conundnem made fun,

For their part, nne framed collages by Sayre Gomez
bespoke  ar-sducation  inemes.  MWewspaper aricles,
magazinge, and Dook culouls are sffixed 1o chalkiboard-
gray painied lines. "See what we leam and how we leam Ruly Sy Siiber, Oid Friend From the Fuiure,
of art and the crafi of clay, a building of anideal, 8 foam, acryfic paint, Brisiol board, wood, and hot
paradigm of beauly . . . .° the collages sesm 1o declare, glue, 78% x 34° x 35", 2008. Courlesy Joshua
As with Sller's wns, Gomez's peces metaphosicaiy White,

guppesi Dreaking aparl owr cullure’s ar-sducational

gsystem. They reorder formal canons and fit the slemenis preckousky back into ndicubously schooi-esque
matenals.

Art foundations ane taughit as weli-Anlended laws — kaws laler to be questioned, broken, and vandalized. Thal's
whal artists do, nght? The problem for contemporany arlists and teachers ks similar 1o that of anthropoiogists,
who study new cullures invaniably {hrough the priam of ther own. We cannot escape our assthelic context.
Owr ‘Westem acculluration and obsession fixes the cenler of cur point of view like a magnstic pole or a ol
glue gun gone awry, Even a5 we resial, we gel more siuck.

by Ceres Madoo
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